Community band tunes up for Sunday
by elizabeth gabriel
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Randy Hyatt, director of the Oakhurst Communi​ty Band, is really jazzed about Sunday's concert.
"Having Gary Gilroy with us is a really big honor," Hyatt said.
Gilroy is the director of bands for California State University Fresno and a much-in-demand guest con​ductor all over the country. And he will help lead the 2,008-member marching band of worldwide young​sters at this summer's Beijing Olympics.
But it's his status as a composer that thrills Hyatt.
"1 bought his 'Celebration at Lake Sequoia' be​cause I like it so much. We'll be playing that Sunday," Hyatt said. "We're really fortunate to have him come, not only to conduct, but to lead us in rehearsals."
Hyatt said the piece for band is very rhythmic.
"It's very challenging for me and the whole band," Hyatt said. "It changes meters and the pulse changes dramatically. We are learning a lot."
Sunday's performance will be at 3 p.m. at the the​ater at Yosemite High School. There will be an inter​mission where coffee and desserts will be served.
The Community Band is just that - people from all around the area who love music and get together under Hyatt's baton to present free concerts. The band does three a year. The next will be a summer concert of primarily patriotic music. That one has been at Oakhurst Community Park in the past, but will move into the gym at the high school for the 2008 presentation. The last is a holiday concert be​tween Thanksgiving and Christmas.
"The concerts are free, but donations are always welcome," said Ann White, a soloist with the band. She's a Mountain Area resident, but spends most of her professional time Los Angeles where she war​bled as part of the group that sang at the Academy Awards and is on the soundtrack for the new "Indi​ana Jones" movie.
She'll sing "I'll Be Seeing You," with the band Sun​day. It was arranged by Oakhurst resident Wayne Livingston, who has worked on pieces for the band before.
"Fire," also by Gilroy, is among the music on the program. So are a medley from "Kiss Me Kate," the musical retelling of Shakespeare's "Taming of the Shrew" and one of John Philip Sousa's tunes.
